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Worm Gomposting Bin

Worms in the house? Yuk! But this
composting system actuatly works!
The worms stay in the box and eat
household scraps, and the box gives
off little oder. Worm composting can
be done in apartment buildings or
other homes with no yard space. You
might try it in your school!

What You Need

Materials
“e 1 4-x-B-foot sheet of 1/2-inch
exterior plywood

« 1 12-foot length of 2 x 4 lumber

« 1 16-foot length of 2 x 4 lumber

« 1/2 pound of 16d galvanized nails
« 2 pounds of 6d galvanized nails

« 2 galvanized door hinges

« optional: 1 pint of clear. varnish or
polyurethane

«» optional: plastic sheets for piacing
under and over the bin

+ 1 pound of worms for every 1/2
pound of food wastes produced
per day

Red worms can be purchased
locally from Ron Witkop, Albion
Phone 585/589-4084

« bedding for worms: moistened
shredded newspaper or card-
board, peatmaoss, or brown |eaves

Taols
« tape measure

» skill saw or hand saw
« hammer
« 53w horses

« long straight-edge or chalk snap
line

« screwdriver

» drill with 1/2-inch bit

« eye and ear protection
» work gloves

+ optional: paint brush

Building a Worm
Composting Bin

1.

Measure and cut the plywood as
shown,so you have one 24-x-42-
inch top, one 23-x-42-inch base,
two 16-x-24-inch ends, and two
16-x-42-inch sides.

Cut the 12-foct length of 2 x 4
lumber into-five pieces: two 39-
inch pieces, two 23-inch pieces,
and one 20-inch piece.

Lay the five pieces on edge on a
flat surface to form a rectangle
with the long pieces on the inside
and the 20-inch length centered
parallel to the ends. Nail the
pieces together with two 16d

nails at each joint.
continued on next page
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Worm Caomposting Bin continued

4. Mail the 23-x-42-inch piece of
plywood onto the frame with 6d
nails every 3 inches.

5. Cut four 1-foot lengths from the
16-foot length of 2 x 4 lumber.
{Save the remaining 12-foot
piece). Take the two 16-x-42-inch
pieces of plywood and place a 1-
foot length flat against each short
end and flush with the top and
side edges. Nail the 2 x 4s in
piace using 6d nails.

8. Setthe plywood sides up against
the base frame so the bottom
edges of the 2 X 45 rest on top of
the base frame and the bottom
edges of the plywood sides over-
lap the base frame. Naii the

plywood sides to the base frame

using 6d nails.

7. To complete the box, nail the 16-
x-24-inch pieces of plywood onto
the base and sides at each end.

8. Toreinforce the box, make sure a
nail is staggered at least every
3 inches wherever plywood and
2 X 45 mest.

8. Drill 12 one-half-inch holes
through the plywood bottom of
the box for drainage.

10.To build the frame for the lid, cut
the remaining 12-foot piece of
the 18-foot length of 2 x 4 lumber
into two 45-inch pieces and two
2C-inch pieces. Lay the pieces
flat to form a rectangle, with the
short pieces on the inside,

11.Lay the 24-x-42-inch piece of ply-
wood on top of the lid frame so
the plywood is 1 1/2inches inside
all the edges of the frame. Nail
the plywood onto the frame with
6d nalils.

12. Aitach the hinges to the inside of
the back of the box at each end
{an the 2 x 4) and the corre-
sponding undersides of the back
edge of the lid frame, so the lid
stands upright when opened.

13. The uniinished box should last for
at least five years; finishing the
.box with varnish ar polyurethane,
however, will protect the wood
and prolong the life of the box.
Two coals of varnish with a light
sanding between coats should
be sufficient.

14. Find a good location for the box.
It can be placed anywhere as
long as the temperature is more
than 50°F {10°C). The mast aro-
ductive temperature is 55° to
77°F (13° to 25°C). Garages,
basements, and kitchens arg all
possibilities as well as the out-
doors in warm weather (not in
direct sunlight). Make sure to
place the box where it is conven-
ient for you to use. It is wisé to

place a plastic sheet under the |

box.

Adding the Worms

Maisten the bedding material for the
worms by placing it in a 5-gallon
bucket and adding enough water to
dampen all the material. Don't worry
about getting the bedding material
too wet because the excess mais-
ture will drain off when it is placed
into the composting bin. Be careful if
you use peat moss because it will
hold too much water. Itisa good idea
to put wet bedding material into the
bin outdoors and wait until all the
water has drained out (one to two
hours),

Add about 8 inches of moistened
bedding to the bottom of one side of
the bin. In go the worms! Leave the
lid off for a while and the worms will
work down into the bedding away
from the light.

Adding Your Wastes

Cig a small hole in the bedding and
add your vegetahle and fruit scraps.
Then cover the hale with bedding.
Small amounts of meat scraps can
be added in the same way. Do naot
add any inorganic or potentially
hazardous rmaterial such as chemi-
cals, giass, metal, or plastic.
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Maintaining Your Compost
Pile

Keep your compost pile maoist, but
not wet. If flies are a problem, place
more bedding material over the
wastes or a sheet of plastic over the
bedding, or try placing some flypa-
per inside the lid. Every three to six
months, move the compost to one
side of the bin and add new bedding
to the empty half. At this time, add
food wastes to the new bedding
only. Within one menth, the worms
will crawl over to the new bedding
and the finished compost on the
“old" side can be harvested. Then
add new bedding to the "old" side.



Garbage Can Composter

A garbage can composter is inex-
pensive and easy to build. It can be
used for food or garden wastes. You
do, howsver, need to turn the
wastes.

‘What You Need Building a Garbage Can

Materials Composter -

» garbage can with cover 1. Drill three rows of holes 4 to 6
inches apart all around the sides

« coarse sawdust, straw, or wood .

chips of the garbage can. Then drill

several holes in the base of the
can. The holes allow air move-

Tools ment and the drainage of excess

e drill moisture,

« pitch fork, shovei, or compost 2. Place 2 to 3 inches of dry saw-
turner dust, straw, or wood chips in the
bottom of the can to absorb ex-

« work gloves .
cess moisture and let the com-

post drain.

Adding Wastes

Add fruit, vegetable, and garden
wastes, Make sure not to add too
much of any one waste at a time.

COMPOSTING, Wastas to Rasources s Cornall Cooperanve Extension
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Maintaining Your Compost
Pile

Regularly mix or turn the compost
with a pitch fork, shovel, or compost
turner and keep. it covered. This
adds air and mixes up the different
wastes, preventing the compost
from getting smelly. A smelly com-
post pile may attract animals and
cause neighbors to complain.



Wooden Box Bin

A woaden box bin can be built inex-
pensively using woaden pallets. Or
you can use lumber to make a nicer
looking bin. The costs will vary, de-
pending on whether you use pallets
or new lumber. Used pallets are of-
ten available from manufacturers

and landfiils.

é SFEET 9

What You Need

Materials

» 4 wooden paillets (5 pallets if you
want a bottom in the cantainer),
sized to make a four-sided con-
tainer at least 3 feet x 3 feet x 3 fest

= najls

wire ties

or
1 12-foot length of 2 x 4 lumber

5 12-foot lengths of lumber,
6 X 3/4

» Nails

Taols

. saW

« sledge hammer

« work gloves

Building a Wooden Box Bin

it using wooden pallets:

1. Nazil or wire four pallets togetherto
make a four-sided container at
least 3 feet x 3 fest x 3 feet. The
container is ready to use.

if using lumber:

1. Saw the 12-foot length of 2 x 4
fumber into four pieces, each 3
feet long, to be used as comer

posts.

2. Choose a 3-foot-square site for
your compost bin, and pound the
four posts into the ground 3 feet
apart, at the corners of the

square.

Adding Wastes

Add wastes as they become avail-
able. Nonwood materials such as
grass clippings and garden weeds
waork best. You can speed up the
process by chopping or shredding
the wastes. If you have two units,
when the first umit is full let the com-
post mature and add wastes to the
second unit,
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2. A fifth pallet can be used as a
base to allow more air to get into
the pile and to increase the stabil-

ity of the bin.

3. Saw each of the five" 12-foot -
boards into four 3-foot pieces. Al-
lowing five boards to a side and
starting at the bottom, nail the
boards to the posts to make a
four-sided container. Leave 1/2
inch between the boards to allow
air to get into the pile. ‘

4. If you wish to decrease your com-
posting time, build a second hoid-

ing unit so the wastes in ane can
mature while you add wastes to

the other.

Maintaining Your Compost
Pile

Although you do not need to turn this
pile, make sure that it is maist during
dry spells. Cormpast should be ready
in about one year.



Snow Fence Bin

A snow fence bin is simple to make.
It works best with four posts
pounded into the ground for support,
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What You Need

Materials

= 4 wooden or metal posts, at least
as tall as the snow fence

« heavy wire for ties

« 12 1/2feetof snowfencing, atleast
3 feet tall

Tools
» heavy-duty wire or tin snips

» pliers
« sledge hammer

« wark gloves

Building 2 Snow Fence Bin

1. Choose a 3-foot-sgquare site for
your compast bin, and pound tha
four wooden or metal pasts into
the ground 3 feet apart, at the
corners of the square.

. Cut the heavy wire into lengths for
ties. Attach the snow fence to the
outside of the pasts with the wire
ties, using pliers.

Attach the ends of the snow fence

together in the same way., forming
a 3-foot-square enclosure.

na

Adding Wastes

Add wastes as they become avail-
able. Nonwood materials such as
grass clippings and garden weeds
work best. You can speed up the
process by chopping or shredding
the wastes.
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Maintaining Your Compost
Pile

Although you do not need to turn this
pile, make sure that it is moist during
dry spells. Compeost should beready -
in about one year. Simply remove the
fencing and the compost is ready ta
use.



Wire Mesh Bin

A wire mesh g s inexgpensive and
2asY 10 ouid out of either galvanized
cricken wvra gr hardwara cloth.
(Nongalvanizad chickan wire can
also he used but will nat last very
long.) Posts pravide mare stability
for a chicken wire bin, but maka the
Bin difficult to move. A wirz mesh bin
made without posts is easy to lift,
allowing you to get at the compost
that is alr=ady "done” at the bottom
i the pile while the top of the pile is
still cooking.

=
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What You Need

Materials

« 12 1/2 feet of 36-inch-wide 1-inch
gaivanized chicken wire aor 1/2-
inch hardware cloth

» heavy wire for ties

« 3 or 4 4-foot wooden or metal
posts (for chicken wire bin)

Taols
« heavy-duty wire or tin snips

« pliers
» hammer (for chicken wire bin)
= metal file (for hardware cloth bin)

« WOrK gloves

Building a Wire Mesh Bin

It using chicken wire:
i Fold back 3 o 4 nches of wire at

sach end of the cul gigce o orm-

vide a strong. cigan a2dge that
won't poke or snag and which will
pe 2asy ta latch,

2. Stand the wire in a circle and satit
in place far the cocmpoest pile.

3. Cut the heavy wire into lengths for
ties. Attach the ends of the
chicken wire together with the
wire ties, using pliers.

4, Space wood or metal posts
around the inside of the chicken
wire circle. Holding the posts
tightly against the wire, pound
them firmly -into the ground to
provide support.

Adding Wastes

Add wastes as they become avail-
able. Nonwood materials such as
grass clippings and garden weeds

Maintaining Your Cum‘post Pile

As you keep adding wastes o the
wire mesh bin, the material at the
bottom will become compaost sooner
than the material at the top. If you
want to use the compaost at the bat-
tom of the pile. you can remove the
wire holding unit and place it next to
the pile. Then, use a pitchfork to
move the compost back into the

COMPOSTING YWastes 1 Hesourcys « Carnall Coopdrativa Sxtansion
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If using hardware clath:

I. Trm the enas af the hardware
cloth 30 the wiras ara flush with a
Cross wirg 10 gei nd of edges that
could poke or scratch hands.
Lightly file 2ach wire along the cut
edge to ensure safe handling
wnen opening and closing the
bin.

2. Bend the hardware clcth into a
circle, and stand it in place for the
compost pile.

3. Cut the heavy wire inta lengths for
ties. Attach the ends of the hard-
ware cloth together with the wire

ties, using pliers. :

work best. You can speed up the
pracess by chopping or shredding
the wastes.

moved nolding unit, adding the ma-
terial from the top of the piie first.
Continue until you have replaced all
the compost. Now the compost at
the top of the bin is ready to use.

You also can scoop finished com-
post fram the bottom of the pile by
lifting one side of the unit.

Althougn you do not need to turn this
pile, make sura it is maist during dry
spells. Compast should be finished
in about one year.




Better Homes &
ardens Magazine
esign Composter

This design was found in the June 2001 edition of Better Homes and Gardens. It
features removable slats for easy access and turning, Finished, the bin measures
437 x 43" x 417,

The plans for this bin can be obtained by calling (800) 881-4066 or writing to
Better Homes & Gardens Shopper Service, Dept. W0106, Box 9128, Des
Moines, [A 50306-9128.

Cost for the plans is $19.95. The cost also includes plans for a Potting Bench.



Composters, Rain Barrel. o ardening products, Reescted
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GARDEN GOURMET

One of the most popular units in North America!
Features include a dual access / snap shut lid,
adjustable air vents, and a sliding bottom door for
easy harvesting of finished compost. Compact unit
has small footprint and fits neatly into tight garden
spots. Black colored top and side panels absorb sola:
radiant heat for faster decomposition (place in a
sunny location for best results). Simple, no-tool
assembly.

Dimensions:
23"W x 23"D

Capacity:

| Weight:

‘Composition:

40"H x

11 cubic feet
28 Ibs.

constructed

‘from 100% recvcled

materials

{Usage:
yard waste

‘Key Features:
design

Warranty:

kitchen and

attractive

P vear

Or call tol! free 1-866-560-4400
(in Oregon 503 286-9866)

<<< Back to Product Selection Paue
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How the GREEN CONE Works

Sunlight
The GREEN CONE uses the sun's heat

to accelerate the composting process
and lengthen the composting season.

Kitchen Waste
All organic kitchen waste can be added.

Solar Heat Trap
The outside wall is translucent. The
inside wall is opaque. This creates a solar

heat trap.

Inside Vents

Vents allow heated moist air to circulate

inside the GREEN CONE,

Digestion Chamber
The digestion chamber is buried in the

ground.

= The ground acts as an insulator in
the winter.

» Food waste is approximately 80%
water which is absorbed by the ground.

= The soil absorbs adors that may be
given off and lets air into the system.

= Natural microbes enter the heap from
the sail and break down the waste.

JaSOLARCONE,inc.

Te Order or for More Information

Box 67 ¢ Seward, IL 61077-0067

Tel: 800-807-6527
Tel: 815-247-8454
Fax: 815-247-8443




Cinder Block Bin

A cinder block bin is sturdy, durable,
and easily accessible, If you have to
buy the cinder blocks, it is slightly
more expensive (0. butdd than the
wire mesh or snow fence bins,

What You Need

« about 46 cinder blocks for the first
bin

» optional: about 32 blocks for a
second bin

» work gloves

Building a Cinder Block Bin

1. Place 5 cinder blocks in a raw
along the ground at your com-
posting site, leaving about 1/2
inch between each block to let in
air.

2. Place 4 cinder blocks in another
row along the ground perpen-
dicular to and at one end of the
first row, forming a square cornar;
ieave about 1/2 inch between
each block,

3. In the same way, piace 4 cinder
blocks at the opposite end of the
first row to farm a three-sided
enclosure.

4. Add a second layer of biacks,
staggering them to increase sta-
bility and leaving about 1/2 inch

between each block, There
should be a layer of 4 cinder
blocks on each of the three walls
of the enclosure.

5, Add a third layer of blocks, again
staggering them to increase sta-
bility, with 5 blocks across the
back of the enclosure and 3 on
each side,

6. Thelast and top layer should have
4 biocks across the back and 3on

gach side.

7. Optional: If you wish to decrease
your composting time. build a
second bin next to the first so the
wastes in one can malure while
you add wastes to the other. Use
one side wall of the first bin so you
only need to build two additional
walls.
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Adding Wastes

Add wastes as they become avail-
able. Nonwood malerials such as
grass clippings and garden weeds
work best. You can speed up the
process by chopping or shredding
the wastes. If you have two units,
when the first unit is full let the com-
post mature and add wastes to the

secand unit.

Maintaining Your Compost
Pile '

Although you da not need to turn this
pile. make sure that it is moist during
dry spelis. Compost should be ready
in about cne year or mere.



Ginder Block Turning Unit

A cinder olock urning unit looks like
three cinder dlock holding units in a
row. Itis sturdy, and if you can find
used cinder blocks. it is inexpensive
to build.

What You Need

« about 98 cinder blocks

= work gloves

Building a Cinder Block

Turning Unit

1. Place 12 cinder blocks in a row
along the ground at your com-
posting site, leaving about 1/2
inch between each block ta iet in
air.

2. Place 4 cinder blocks in anather
raw along the ground perpen-
dicular to and at one end of the
first row, forming a square corner;
leave about 1/2 inch between
each block.

Adding Wastes

Do not add wastes as they become
available with this system. Collect
enough wastes to fill one of the three
bins at one time. You can collect
woody as weil as nonwood wastes.
Add thin layers of different kinds of
organic materials ar mix the wastas

together,

Before adding new wastes to an
empty bin, collect enough to fill the
enltire bin.
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3. In the same way, place 4 cinder
blocks at the opposite end of the
first row to form a three-sided en-

closure.

4. Place two more rows—4 cinder
blocks each—along the ground,
parallel to the ends and evenly
spaced within the enclosure. This
divides the enclosure into three
separate bins.

5. Add a second layer of blocks,

staggering them to increase sta-
bility and leaving about 1/2 inch

between each block, There
should be a layer of 13 cinder
blocks across the back and 3~
cinder blocks on the sides of each
bin.

6. Add a third layer of blacks, again
staggering them to increase sta-
bility, with 12 blocks ‘acrass the
back of the encilosure and 3 on
each side.

7. The last and top layer should have
13 blocks across the back and 2

on each side.

Maintaining Your Compost Pile

Take the temperature of yaur pile
gvery day. After a few days, the
temperature should reach between
130° and 140°F (54° to 60°C). If your
pile gets very hot, turn it befare the
temperature gets above 153°F
(68°C). In a few days, the tempera-
ture will stari to drap. When the tem-
peralure starts going down, turn your
compast pile into the next bin with a
pitchfork. The temperature of your

e ™ L b

compost pife will increase again and
then, in about four to seven days,
start to drop. Turn your campast pile
into the third bin. Continue to take the
temperature and turn the compast
pile until the compost is ready. The
compost should be ready in abaut
one or two months,



Wood and Wire Three-Bin Turning Unit

A wood and wire three-bin
turning unit can be used to
compost large amounis of
yard, garden, and Kitchen
wastes in a short time. Al-
though relatively expensive
to build, itis sturdy, attractive,
and should last a long time.
Construction requires basic
carpentry skills and tools.

BOLT \WASHER , NUT.

CARRIAGE BOLT
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What You Need

Materials

« 4 12-foat (or 8 6-foot) lengths of
pressure-freated 2 x 4 lumber

Building a Wood and Wire
Three-Bin System

1. Cut twe 31 1/2-inch and two 36-
inch pieces from a 12-foct length
of pressure-treated 2 x 4 lumber.
Buit joint and nail the four pieces -
into a 35-inch x 36-inch "square.”
Repeat, building three more
frames with the remaining 12-foot
lengths of 2 x 4 lumber. '

S—

[l

= 24 washers and 24 nuts for the
hinges '

« 2 10-foot lengths of pressure-
freated 2 x 4 lumber

« 1 quart wood preservative or stain

Tools
« tape measure

+ 1 10-foot length of construction
grade 2 x 4 lumber

« 1 16-foot length of 2.x 6 lumber » hand saw or circular power saw
« 6 8-foot lengths of 1 x & lumber « hammer

« 1 4-x-8-foot sheet of 1/2-inch « tin snips
exteriar plywood

« 1 4-x-d-foot sheet of 1/2-inch
exterior plywood

¢ 22 feet of 36-inch-wide 1/2-inch
hardware cloth

* carpenter's square

s opticnal: power stapler with 1-inch
galvanized staples

» drill with 1/2-inch bit

« screwdriver

2 pounds of 16d galvanized nails

250 poultry wire staples (or a
power stapler with 1-inch galva-
nized staples)

12 1/2-inch carriage bolts 4 inches
long

12 washers and 12 nuts for the
bolts

+ B 3-inch zinc-plated hinges

3/4-inch socket or open-ended
wrench

pencil

safety glasses
ear protection
dust mask

work gloves

. Cut four 37-inch Iengthé of hard-

ware cloth, Fold back the edges
of the wire 1 Inch. Stretch the
pieces of hardware cloth across
gach frame. Make sure the cor-
ners of each frame are square
and then staple the screen tightly
into place every 4 inches around
the edge. The wood and wire
frames will be dividers in your
composter.

continued on next page



Wood and Wire Three-Bin Turning Unit continued

3. Set two dividers on end 9 feat
apart and parallel to one another,
Position the other two dividers so
they are parallel to and evenly
spaced between the end divid-
ers. The 36-inch edges shouid be
on the ground. Measure the posi-
tion of the centers of the twa inside
dividers along each S-foot edge.

4. Cut a 9-foot piece from each 10-
foot length of pressure-treated
2 x4 lumber. Place the two treated
boards across the tops of the di-
viders so each is flush against the
outer edges. Measure and mark
on the 9-foot boards the center of
each inside divider.

5. Line up the marks, and through
each junction of board and di-
vider, drill a 1/2-inch hole cen-
tered 1 inch In from the edge.
Secure the boards with carriage
bolts, but do not tighten them yat.
Turn the unit so the treated boards
are on the bottom.,

6. Cut one 9-foot piece from the 10-
foot length of construction grade
2 x 4 lumber. Attach the board to
the back of the top by repeating
the process used to attach the
base boards. Using the
carpenter's square or measuring
between opposing corners, make
sure the bin Is square. Tighten all
the bolts securaly.

7. Fastena S-foctlength of hardware

cloth to the back side of the bin
with staples every 4 inches
around the frame.

8. Cut four 36-inch-long pieces from
the 16-foot length of 2 x 6 lumber
for front runners (Save the remain-
ing 4-foot length.) Rip cut two of
these boards to two 4 3/4-inch-
wide strips. {Save the two remain-
ing strips.)

9. Nail the 4 3/4-inch-wide sirips to
the front of the outside dividers
and baseboard so they are flush
on the top and the outside edges.
Center the two remaining 6-inch-
wide boards on the front of the
inside dividers {lush with the top
edge and nail securely.

10. Cutthe remaining 4-foot length of
2 x 6 lumber into a 34-inch-long
plece and then rip cut this piece
Into four equal strips, Trim the two
strips saved from step 8 to 34
inches. Nail each 34-inch strip to
the insides of the dividers so they
are parallel to and 1 inch away
from the boards attached to the
front. This creates a 1-inch verti-
cal slot on the inside of each di-
vider.

11.Cut the 6 B-fnot lengths of 1 x 6
jumber into 18 siats, each 31 1/4
inches long. Insert the horizontal
siats, 8 per bin, between the di-
viders into the vertical slots.

12.Cut the 4-x-8B-foot sheet of exte-
rior plywood into two 3-x-3-foot
pieces. Cut the 4-x-4-foot sheet
of exterior plywood into ong 3-x-
3-feot piece. Center each 3-x-3-
foot piece on one of the three
bins and attach each to the back
top board with two hinges.

13. Stain all untreated wood.

COMPUOSTING; \Wastas to Resourcas « Cornell Cooperaliva Extansion
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Adding Wastes

Do not add wastes as they become
available with this system. Collect
enough wastes to fill one of the three
bins at one time. You can collect
woody as well as nonwood wastes.

Add thin layers of different kinds of

organic materials or mix the wastes
together,

Before adding new wastes to an
empty bin, collect enough to fill the
entire bin.

Maintaining Your Compost
Pile o

Take the temperature of your pile
every day. After a few days, the
temperature should reach between
130° and 140°F (54° to 80°C). If your
pile gets very hot, turn it before the
temperature gets above 155°F
(68°C). In a few days, the tempera-
ture will start to drop. When the tem-
perature starts going down, turnyour
compost pile into the next bin with a
pitchfork. The temperature of your
compost pile will increase again and
then, in about four to seven days,
start to drop. Turn your compost pile
into the third bin. The total time for
composting should be less than one
month.

PR



Compost Pockets

This is an easy composting shartcut.
You bury your fruit and vegetabie
wastes in small pockets in your gar-
den, and et the microorganisms and
sail animals do the wark. Store your
kitchen scraps in a plastic coniainer
until you are ready to compast them.
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What You Need What to Do
Materials 1. Dig holes 10 to 15 inches deep
« food wastes, collected in a plastic and less than 2 feet across.
container or bucket 2. Place food wastes in the holes
and cover with sail. Make sure the
Taois soil cover is at least 8 inches deep

so the buried materials do not at-

« shovel
tract animais.

« work gloves

COMPOSTING: Wastes to Aesources « Carnell Cooparative Extensian
490 GPP ESON2 prnilad an moyclad panar



Compast Mound

Yard wastes can be compasted
without a bin if you don’t mind the
appearance of an uncontainad
compast mound in your yard. The
only casts are your time and wark.

What You Need

+ shovel ar pitchfork

« work gloves

Building a Compost Mound

Find a good location and pile your
yard waste in a mound about 3 feet x
Jfeet x 3 feet (1 meter x 1 meter x 1
meter). If you cover the pile with a
layer of sail, it will keep in maisture for
the microerganisms and soil animals
warking to make compaost.

Adding Wastes

Add wastes as they become avail-
able. Nonwood materials such as
grass clippings and garden wastes

work best.

COMPOSTING. Wastas (o Rasources « Cornml Caoteratve 3 «ansin
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Maintaining Your Compost
Pile

Itis best to have two piles. After the
first pile is large enough, stop adding
organic material and let it work. In the
meantime, add your wastes to the
second pile.

Mazke sure the pile is moist, esbe-
cially if it is not coverad with soil.

You can turn the pile to speed up
composting. Compost should be
ready in three to four months if you
turn the pile, or in about cne year if

you don't turn the pile,



Mulch

Muleh is placed on top of the sail in
gardens or around trees (o suppress
weeads, keep soil maist, keep plant
roots coal in summer and warm in
winter, and prevent sail from wash-
ing away or becoming hard. Yard
wastes can be used as mulch and
placed around plants in the garden
ar along paths and in piay areas. The
only costs are your time and work.
You can also mulch with compost
made using one of the systems de-
scribed in the leader's/teacher's

guide.

What You Need

Materials
For annual flower beds and vege-
table gardens:

= lawn clippings or leaves from de-
ciduous trees and shrubs

For trees and shrubs:

= wood chips, lawn clippings, saw--

dust, leaves from deciduous trees
and shrubs, pine needles, manure

For pathways and' play areas:

« waod chips or sawdust

Toois
= shovel

« wheel barrow
« rake

« work gloves

What to Do

1. Spread your muich in the garden, -
around the basz of atree, arina
path or play area. Rake it smaooth.

2. Place muich around the trees as
ilustrated in the diagram. Mulich-
ing trees helps keep moisture in
the soil and protects plants during
cold weather.

)
)
4
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REOTEMP

BACKYARD
-~ COMPOST
THERMOMETER

e v Rugged, all stainless steel construction
T :
v/ Unbreakable plastic crystal
v/ Easy-to-read 2" diameter dial
v 20" pointed stem for easy insertion
v’ (° to 200°F standard temperature range
v/ Very accurate (1% of scale)

( ' 3
The REOTEMP Backyard Compast Thermometer is ideally suited for monitaring interior
temperatures of your compost bin. Our standard model comes with a temperature range
of 0 to 200°F, 20" long stainless steel stem with a pointed tip for easy insertion.

Optional accessaries are available: Temperature ranges of 0/100°C, -10/1 10°C, 0/200°F
and -10/90°C dual scale, 0/250°F, and plastic crystal. J
\ J
To Order:
Ask for Model G20P (standard model) or Model G20PP (with plastic crystal) and
specify temperature range requirad. Distributed by:

GIOP

REOTEMP, Instrument Corporation

10656 Raseile Straat « 3an Diegy, CA 92121 US.A,
Telephone: (85d) 70407 10 » FAX; (358) 794-0720 » 800-648-7737

E-Mail: reatemprdrentamp cium < Wabsite: www.realamp.com




Food Waste Oniy ) CC D,EHILJK )

’—> @rd Waste Only )(B C,D,E I, K )

Good & Yard Waste ) Gs C.D,E J,K )

Urban
Small Lot

Close Neighbors
' ' : ' ood Waste Only ) "'Q. C,D,H I 4K )

’ﬂ C ard Waste Only )G CF.G )

@od & Yard Waste )“6, C.D,F )

Food Waste Only ) G C,D,H I,JK )

’u’ G’ard Waste Only >"@l )

Good & Yard Waste )“G, C,D,EF 14K )

i Rural
Large Lot

Food Waste Only )6, C.D K )

‘ » CYard Waste Only )@ C,D,EFG )

Good & Yard Waste ) """"""""" B,C,D,EF.G )




GUIDE TO SELECTING A BACKYARD COMPOSTER

Option Type of Composter Rodent Proof? | Economical to | Easy or No Capacity?
build/buy? Assembly? ‘

A Red Worm Yes Yes No Small

B Snow Fence No - Yes Yes Large

C Wire Mesh No Yes Yes Large

D Garbage Can Yes Yes Yes Medium

E Good Housekeeping Yes No No Medium

F Wood Pallet No Yes Medium Large

G Concrete Block No Medium Medium Large

H Green Cone Yes No Yes Small

I Garden Gourmet Yes Medium Yes Small

J Earth Machine Yes Yes Yes Small

K Rubbermaid Yes No Yes Small

L3

Brand names are used as examples only. No endorsement is infended.
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<

swecomvons V[anagement Committee

3837 West Main St. Rd.
Batavin. NY 14020-940¢

Printed on Recveled Paper

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON COMPOSTING AND COMPOSTERS,
CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING WEB SITES

www.enviromment.edu

www.gov.edmonton.ab.ca/waste/compost_bins build.pdf

www.lancaster.unl.edu/enviro/pest/factsheets

www.cortesia.org

www.environment.about.com

www.mastercomposter.com

WWW.Composters.com

www.realeoods.com

www.soilsoup.co.comt

WWw . regtemp.com

Phone: 585-344-2580 ext. 3463 e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e .
Hotline: 800-836-1154 Recyeling!
Fux: 585-344-4037 Feels Great.,, Less Filling

glow(eo. genesee.ny. iy
www.glowsolidwaste.org



